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Before the gigantic circus elephants perform Thursday night in the opening
of the Barnum & Bailey Circus’ annual stop here, they must depart from large
carrying trains and make their way a few blocks to the Carolina Coliseum.
That route takes the multiton beasts directly through the Greek Village, and it
creates quite the show for students, faculty and staff.
The great fanfaronade happened Monday afternoon, and there were plenty of
people watching. Some students sat on blankets, while others peered through the
windows of houses in the Greek Village. It has become a tradition for many who
make sure to catch the parade every year.
If you missed it Monday, the circus will be in town from Thursday until Sunday.
Tickets start at $16.

— From staff reports

Students vouch for Gaga class
Sociology course serious
academic endeavor
Ryan Quinn

RQUINN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Keri Goff / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

SPICY CHICKEN
COMES TO RUSSELL
The spicy chicken sandwich arrived at the Russell
House Chick-fil-A today.
Jason Johnson, supervisor of the Russell House
location, confirmed the hot news.
“I think it’s in celebration of the fact that USC actually
did play in the Chick-fil-A Bowl, so as congratulations for it
they’re allowing us to unveil it,” Johnson said.
This move levels the playing field between the limitedmenu Russell House location and the new restaurant in
Five Points.
Chick-fil-A’s website describes the sandwich as “a
boneless breast of chicken seasoned with a spicy blend of
peppers, hand-breaded, pressure cooked in 100 percent
refined peanut oil and served on a toasted, buttered bun
with dill pickle chips.”
“I am extremely excited; this is one of the best things
that has ever happened to the Russell House,” secondyear chemical engineering student Jim Hassell said as he
chewed on a regular chicken sandwich. “They also need
to bring the chicken biscuit for breakfast because, literally,
I come here every day.”
His friend Drew McElwee, a second-year international
business student who was eating chicken strips, said he’s
never had the sandwich but was looking forward to more
variety in the Russell House eatery.

— Compiled by Ryan Quinn, News Editor
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Lady Gaga is known for her eccentric
fashion, as shown at the 2009 VMAs.
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USC Professor Mat hieu
Def lem’s new class “Lady Gaga
and the Sociology of the Fame”
is no doubt the most famous and
controversial class on campus, but
one student says it’s still not sexy.
Malia Griggs, a fourt h-year
ant hropolog y st udent and t he
editor-in-chief of Garnet & Black
magazine, made that conclusion in
the second post on her Gaga class
blog, which has been picked up by
The Huffi ngton Post.
“This is a serious course about
the sociology of music,” Griggs
wrote. “What it does not cover:
t he coded s y mbol ism beh i nd
‘A lejandro;’ Gaga’s decision to
wea r a d ress made of Ker m it
t he Frog s; whet her she ha s a
disco stick for real. This is, as
my professor underlines, a class
about the social conditions that
contribute to the fame of Lady
Gaga.”
But the media has not covered
Deflem’s as a mere sociology class.
Ever since SOCY 398D appeared
o n t h e r e g i s t r at io n l i s t l a s t
semester, news of it has exploded
like Gaga’s career. Multiple news
outlets, from The State to The
New York Times, featured stories
about the course.
Gr igg s’ f irst post on her

“Blogaga” reveals she init ially
learned about the class from The
New York Times article.
“This is not how I usually fi nd
out about my possible electives,”
she wrote.
A s Gr iggs a nd t he class’
defenders point out, universit y
cou rses center i ng on specif ic
celebrities or groups are nothing
new. USC even has another new
course focuses on the alternative
rock band Radiohead. But MUSC
113 hasn’t at t racted nearly as
much attention as the Gaga class.
The reason may be t hat t he
professor is as enigmatic as the
subject. In the university setting,
Def lem is a prolif ic professor
who se c u r r ic u lu m v it ae l i st s
research interests such as policing
of ter ror ism, t he h istor y a nd
s y s t e m at ic s of t he s o c iolog y
o f l a w a n d a b o r t i o n p o l i c y.
Outside of USC, Deflem is Gaga
superfan who has his ow n fan
site, gagafrontrow.net, and owns
hundreds of her records and EPs.
Def lem declined an interview,
saying he did not want to directly
or indirectly involve members of
the class.
Joanna Harrison, a third-year
sociolog y st udent in t he class,
said that SOCY 398D is a serious
academic endeavor rather than a
mere study of Gaga’s life.
“It’s not lacking in substance
at all,” Def lem said. “It’s pretty
tough; there’s a lot of reading, and
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Carolina Productions Open Forum

Internships valuable
USC Career Center offers students
help in gaining real-world training
Cassie Stanton

CSTANTON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Chad Simmons / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Carolina Productions held an open forum Monday night in the Russell House,
but no students showed up.
The lack of students left only the majority of CP’s staff in attendance with no
questions to answer.
The organization created the monthly forums to develop better communication
with students, faculty and staff concerning on-campus entertainment options.
CP is given more than $400,000 each year in student activity fee funds to plan
dozens of events that vary from Nick Cannon to acoustic shows in the Barnes
and Noble Cafe.
The organization plans to have an open forum each month; the next one is
— Compiled by Ryan Quinn, News Editor
scheduled for Feb. 22.
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Internships are becoming necessary
for st udent s to obt a i n ex per ience
outside of t he school env ironment,
a nd mor e a nd mor e s t ude nt s a r e
i nter n i ng before g r adu at i ng.
According to the National Association
of C ol lege s a nd E mployer s , 2010
g r adu ate s who pa r t ic ipated i n a n
internship program were more likely
to have received a job offer than their
peers.
“It gives students practical experience.
It a l lows t hem to apply classroom
learning outside of the classroom,” said
Julie Hutt, USC’s assistant director
for Experiential Education . “It’s also
important because it makes them more
marketable to employers.”
USC’s Career Center offers resources
and assistance to students who decide
to pursue internships. Hutt said the
center helps students who are searching,
appl y i n g or i nt er v ie w i n g or w ho
have already found internships. She
recommended that students start their
search six and a half months before they
want to intern.
B e verle y D o m i n ic k , t he c a r e er
ser v ices director for t he School of
Journalism and Mass Communications,
sa id more employer s a re of fer i ng
for-credit-only internships. She said,
legally, students have to get paid or
earn academic credit, and if a student is
getting credit, he or she is insured, so
the company has no liability.
D y l a n Su m me r, a f i f t h-y e a r
mechanical engineering student, has an
internship at Pure Power Technologies,
a Navastar company t hat tests f uel
injectors for trucks.
“I started out with just busy work,”
Summer said. “There was a big session
of t ime when none of t he tests had
started yet, so I was building shelves
and traveling between the plant and
actual test center.”
Now t hat t he test s have star ted,
Su m mer spends h is t i me at t he
i nt er n s h ip plot t i ng d at a , put t i ng
information into Microsoft Excel and
analyzing data.
“It’s exactly what an internship is
supposed to be,” Summer said. “It’s an
introduction into the things I will be
doing.”
Summer used Excel for lab reports in

his classes and said he would be pretty
lost if he hadn’t.
Dominick said the best time to start
applying for internships is the second
semester of a student’s sophomore year
because at that point, a student has
taken more classes pertaining to his or
her major.
B r it t n e y N i g r o , a s e c o n d -y e a r
advert ising st udent, just started an
internship as a style guru for College
Fashionista, a website about fashion on
college campuses. She started reading
t he website over
Internships are
winter break when
important because it featured one of
they help students her friends from
decide if they are home and noticed
in the right major t hat USC wasn’t
represented.
and give students
“I sent my
professional
resume in on
experience before a w h i m , a n d i t
graduation that
ended up working
out,” Nigro said.
sets them up
Nigro goes
for a better first
a
rou
nd c a mpu s ,
job ... [and get]
takes pict ures of
experience that
st yle t rend s she
can’t be gained
s e e s a nd w r it e s
in an academic
about t hem once
setting.
a week in a st yle
adv ice colu m n.
She hopes the internship will benefit
her career after she graduates from
college.
“I’ve always considered going into the
fashion industry with my major,” Nigro
said. “I want to be a creative director. I
think it will be good experience for me
writing and getting stuff published.”
D o m i n ic k s a id i nt e r n s h ip s a r e
important because they help students
decide if they are in the right major
a nd g ive st udent s professiona l
ex per ience before g raduat ion t hat
sets t hem up for a bet ter f irst job.
Summer said his experience has helped
him better comprehend the job.
“I understand the way things run
in an engineering place a lot better,”
Summer said.
St udent s de si re ex per ience t hat
can’t be gained in an academic setting.
“I think it gives you good experience
for the real world,” Nigro said. “You
learn a lot [in college], but it isn’t the
experience you need to be successful
once you graduate.”

Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

GAGA ● Continued from 1
if you want to do well you
kind of have to invest a
good amount of time in
it.”
Har r ison is one of
several st udents in t he
class who has been i n
Deflem’s classes before.
“ I ’ve h ad P r of e s s or
Def lem for Soc iolog y
of Dev iant Behav ior. I
think he’s great, really
insightful.”

Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
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Carolina Investment Association
gives students financial experience
Student-led business
organization open
to all students
Laura Beggs

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

T he Ca rol i na I nve st ment
A ssociat ion , a USC business
organization that started last
semester, is seek ing st udents
i nterested i n i nvest ment ,
economic matters and
developing their fi nancial skills.
Ni kola i Cremo, president
of the organization , proposed
the idea and founded the club
to give st udents a chance to
gain experience outside of the
classroom.
“It’s a student organization
designed to teach students at
any level the basic principles
of investment all the way up to
advanced concepts,” the firstyear business student said.
There are no requirements
for joining the club. To become
a member, a st udent just has
to attend the weekly meetings.
Huy Le, the organization’s vice
president, encourages students
to get involved.
“ Ever yo ne i s welc o me t o
join the Carolina Investment
Association,” Le, a third-year
accounting student, said. “We
are look ing for people f rom
d if ferent major s, not ju st

business students.”
The g roup recom mends
t hat st udents go t hrough an
interview process to become an
analyst in the Carolina Fund,
a student-run investment fund,
but it is not required to become
a member of t he invest ment
association.
T h e f u n d c o n s i s t s o f 24
analysts covering six sectors
i nc lud i ng f i n a nc i a l , he a lt h
care, energy, consumer goods,
t e c h nolog y a nd i nd u s t r i a l .
Members create a nd subm it
stock pitches, carry out fi nancial
modeling and perform ot her
types of research.
If a student does not get a spot
in the Carolina Fund, he or she
can attend sector meetings to
gain experience and become
more qua l if ied for t he nex t
round of interviews.
The Carolina Fund invests
fake money for now, but Cremo
ho p e s t h i s w i l l e v e nt u a l l y
change.
“ We a r e work i n g t ow a rd
getting an established group
of investors. An endowment is
another way to go,” Cremo said.
He said that although it is fake
money, it is treated as if it were
real.
T he Ca rol i na I nve st ment
Association hosts facult y and
professional guest speakers at
its meetings. Le said it has ties
to the local chapter of the CFA

Institute, a global association of
investment professionals, and
hopes to bring in representatives
to speak.
The organization also plans on
attending national competitions
a nd c o n v e nt io n s i n v ol v i n g
comparable organizations.
“O u r goa l is to prov ide
st udent s w it h a back g rou nd
of financial markets and their
function in the global economy,”
said Le.
Le a lso t h i n k s t hat t he
Carolina Investment Association
will help members advance their
investment management skills
a nd a l low st udent s to ma ke
contacts for fi nance careers.
C remo bel ie ve s t here a re
numerous advantages for joining
the organization.
“ T h e k e y b e n e f it o f t h e
organization is the experience
you gain. It’s ver y hands-on
and transcends learning in the
classroom,” Cremo said. “It is
also a great resume builder.”
I f you a re i ntere sted i n
learn ing more about t he
Carolina Investment Association
and how to get involved, you
can contact Cremo at cremo@
email.sc.edu and Le at leh@
email.sc.edu.
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SC cuts welfare, health benefits
South Carolina’s poor are getting tough news on welfare and
health benefits as February begins and as agencies grapple with
deficits by cutting benefits and programs.
Average monthly checks for a parent with two children
on Tuesday will be cut from $270 to $216. The $270 was
already among the nation’s lowest benefits for welfare-to-work
programs. It’s how the state Department of Social Services
is dealing with a budget deficit that topped $28 million in
December.
On Monday, the state’s Medicaid program gave back and took
away to battle a $228 million deficit.
It spared hospice programs that keep the terminally ill at
home instead of hospitals and backed away from plans to reduce
meals for the homebound. It also kept a program that makes
sure people who need full-time caregivers get them when their
loved ones need to be elsewhere temporarily.
Still, the Department of Health and Human Services also
eliminated most dental and vision care for adults on Medicaid
unless they have emergencies.
Anthony Keck, the agency’s director, said he was striking a
balance with the programs spared.
“All those we felt were important to keep in place so that we
don’t unnecessarily — or unintentionally — end up putting
people in more expensive institutional settings,” Keck said. “Is
that ideal? No, it’s not ideal. But, again, when you’re facing a
$228 million deficit you have to start making choices,” Keck
said.
Tamra West, director for the Carolinas Center for Hospice
and End of Life Care, said the hospice care break will save
taxpayers Medicaid program costs by keeping people at the
end of their lives out of hospitals and at home. It serves about
950 people a year who are too young to qualify under Medicare
hospice programs and don’t qualify for Medicaid disability
health programs.
“It’s a population that has no resources anywhere else,” West
said.
West knows her program could have been getting cut as
South Carolina legislators wrestle with an upcoming $5.1 billion
budget that’s $829 million short on cash. “We understand how
bad the budget situation is. It’s bad for everybody,” West said.

Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

— Compiled by The Associated Press

Alpha Kappa Psi
Co-Ed Professional
Business Fraternity
Rush begins Jan. 31st Feb.1
at 7 pm in
Lumpkin Auditorium
(8th floor of the BA)

OPEN TO ALL MAJORS
Join our facebook event

betaupsilonmembership@gmail.com

BRING ABOUT A

THUNDEROUS ROAR.
BRIGHT LIGHTS.
BUMPIN' BEATS.

Shoot and send the JAGTAG below for a chance to win a concert
on your campus from music sensation B.o.B.
Careers For Everything You Are

Put your school in the running for a live
performance from B.o.B. Use your phone to take
and send a picture of the JAGTAG below. If you
are a Verizon Wireless customer, text the picture
to 524824. All other networks text or email the
picture to vzwcampus@jagtag.com. And be sure
to visit our Wireless Wednesday
booth for a chance to win a number
of cool devices, and enter your
school again. We’ll be at The
Coliseum on the ﬁrst Wednesday
of select months through April
2011. And we’re eager to tell you
how Verizon Wireless has a
career for everything you are.
See you there.

The Coliseum
Wednesday,
February 2nd
To learn more, visit
vzwcampus.com/usc

**LAST MONTH TO VOTE
FOR B.O.B CONCERT!!**
Verizon Wireless is an equal opportunity employer m/f/d/v.

SCREEN GEMS PRESENTS A VERTIGO ENTERTAINMENT PRODUCTION “THE ROOMMATE”
LEIGHTON MEESTER MINKA KELLY CAM GIGANDET
ALY MICHALKA DANNEEL HARRIS
FRANCES
FISHER
AND BILLY ZANE SUPERVISIONMUSICBY MICHAEL FRIEDMAN MUSICBY JOHN FRIZZELL
PRODUCED
EXECUTIVE
WRITTEN
BY DOUG DAVISON AND ROY LEE
PRODUCERS BEAU MARKS SONNY MALLHI
BY SONNY MALLHI
DIRECTED
BY CHRISTIAN E. CHRISTIANSEN
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Gaga class brings
USC deserved fame
Many thought USC went crazy when Professor
Mathieu Deflem’s Lady Gaga and the Sociology of
the Fame course was introduced for Spring 2011.
But this time, crazy may not have been a bad thing.
This helping of crazy may have been exactly what our
school needed.
The Gaga class, contrary to the initial impressions
of many people, has proven to be highly academic and
successful. Addressing topics from politics to religion
to sexuality, the class has achieved what USC hasn’t
seen too much of before: a creative incorporation
of the modern, popular culture of America into our
antiquated studies.
And the students like it.
Not only have students found the class interesting
and academically
some of Lady
“The Gaga class, stimulating,
G a g a’s f a m e h a s a l s o
to seep into USC
contrary to the initial begun
and the Department of
Sociology.
impressions of many Because of t he class,
t he universit y has
people, has proven to received vast national and
internat ional attent ion
be highly academic f r o m T h e N e w Yo r k
Times, BBC News and
and successful.” thousands of other media
outlets. The University of
Virginia has even started
a Gaga class of its own. We give props to Deflem and
USC for taking these original steps forward.
Perhaps other departments of USC should take
a leaf from Deflem’s book and fi nd a way to weave
new, innovative ideas into their courses to make the
material more relatable to the students. In Deflem’s
case, the course quickly fi lled. Students with little
prior interest in sociology now care more.
Academia doesn’t have to be dry, and it shouldn’t
be ... even if we don’t necessarily go Gaga over all our
classes.

WANNA FANTA?

Out-of-state student cap bad idea
University finances, quality
of student body will only suffer further
President Harris Pastides recently
went before the legislature to beg our
brilliant state government to hex its
possible proposal to cap USC’s out-ofstate admittances.
I sincerely applaud President Pastides.
Capping out-of-state students is an allaround terrible idea.
First of all, it would force USC and
other schools to lower standards for
entr y. If USC had a quota to fill, it
would accept less qualified
candidates in order to reach
that cap amount mark in
l ieu of accept i ng more
qualified candidates from
outside of the state. Ideally,
a university should never
lower its standards. We
Michelle
should constantly strive to
Fantone
become more prestigious,
Fourth-year
political science
which gives the University
student
more recognition across
the nation and makes it
more appealing to even more qualified
candidates.
This benefits the state as well, making
it more attractive to businesses and
families wishing to move here.
Second, it is financially
counterintuitive. Out-of-state students
pay nearly t hree t imes as much in
tuition as in-state students. Out-of-state
students pay about $112 million a year in
tuition, more than the amount given by
the state.

Third, the cap doesn’t encourage
the students of South Carolina to work
harder to get into college.
USC already says it automatically
accepts residents with a 3.0 GPA, 1,000
SAT score and required core courses.
If South Carolina universities lower
acceptance standards, then high school
students across the state will not feel
challenged to excel in school in order to
get into college.
I understand the legislature wants
to help more local students get into
college, but there is already an extensive
technical and satellite school system to
help students earn technical degrees or
get into USC in two years via bridge
programs. If a high school student does
not have the money or qualifications for
USC, he or she still has plenty of options
to attain higher education and eventually
end up with a Carolina degree.
Finally, while accepting a large amount
of out-of-state students benefits the
University, it also benefits the students.
I am a South Carolina resident, but
over half of my college friends are from
out of state. I now have connections up
and down the East Coast and into the
Midwest. I’m sure most USC students
have similar networks because of the
friends they have made during their four
years here. This network will benefit
me greatly in my career and social life
as I get older and move to other places.
Accepting fewer out-of-state students
wou ld g re at l y hu r t m a ny c ol le g e
students’ ability to network and expand
their horizons.

Policy alone will not solve energy problems
Change in American mindset
necessary for green revolution
In his recent State of the Union address,
President Barack Obama proposed several lofty
policy goals for our nation to undertake.
This approach to the annual address is nothing
new; however, while some of our country’s issues
can be substantially dealt with through the
political process, our nation’s energy future seems
to rest more in the hands of automobile makers
and the American consumer than in the realm of
public policy.
Political proposals can help direct public debate
or prompt Congress to get the ball rolling on a
particular policy issue, but it’s extraordinarily
more difficult to actually direct the American
people to change their habits.
Our energy needs have become increasingly
entrenched over the course of American history.
As a result, trying to change our consumption
habits, especially at the gas pump, is exceptionally
difficult. That is not to say that presidents

haven’t tried. Many policy goals have been put
forward to curtail our country’s energy and
gasoline use. These include a proposal made in
Obama’s address to have 80 percent of our energy
consumption come from clean
sources by 2035. Such goals cannot
be reached without the help of
American car buyers and makers.
This doesn’t mean people should
immediately ditch their old cars
and rapidly flock to their nearest
car dealer to purchase a hybrid
Michael
vehicle, though.
Ulmer
Fourth-year
As gas prices reach levels not
political science
seen
in years, no significant change
student
seems to be happening in the
minds of U.S. car buyers. Sales
of hybrid vehicles fell last year, while truck and
SUV sales increased. Of course, a truck or SUV
sold today is not the same kind sold 10 years ago.
Tighter efficiency standards have made SUVs and
trucks more energy-efficient. They also carry a
different appeal than the typical passenger car.

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
Viewpoints page is to stimulate discussion
in the Unive r sit y of South Ca rolina
community. All published authors are
expected to provide logical arguments to
back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourage s
readers to voice opinions and offers three
methods of expression: letters to the
editor, guest columns and feedback on
dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be
submitted via e-mail to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words
in length and include the author’s name,

year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
c o l u m n s . C o l u m n i s t s s h o u l d ke e p
submissions to about 50 0 words in
length and include the author’s name and
position. Guest columns are limited to
three per author per semester.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length and
clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Daily Gamecock and must conform
to the legal standards of USC Student
Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let us
know about it. E-mail gamecockopinions@sc.edu and we will print
the correction in our next issue.

People needing to haul materials for personal or
business needs undoubtedly buy trucks and SUVs
over four-door family sedans. Unfortunately,
though, the reason for the decrease in hybrid
sales is not as easy to pinpoint. Many hybrid
vehicles have actually lost the unattractive shape
that plagued their sales for years, and higher gas
prices should increase their allure. The price,
however, of a hybrid car is probably the biggest
factor contributing to their lag in sales.
For example, the Chevy Volt costs around
$41,000, and the Nissan Leaf costs about $33,000.
With such high prices, most hybrids are bought
by wealthier customers. The government offers
tax rebates for the purchase of such cars, but tax
incentives can’t trump the overall price tag. This
certainly is a part of the root of our ever-growing
energy problem. It’s apparent that our energy
issues cannot be curbed by one single switch or
a single policy goal set by the president. We can
curb our energy problems with a cluster of policy
initiatives and a shift in the mindsets of auto
makers and American consumers.

I was shocked t h is
weekend to hear about
the attack on A ndrew
Gaeckle, former USC
student body president
(2008-09).
A s he re c over s i n
Wa s h i n g t o n , D.C . ,
many members of our
Ca rol i n a
f a m i l y,
here on
campus
and far
afield, are
wishing
a n d
Harris
Pastides
praying
President of
f
o
r
University of
A ndrew’s
South Carolina
healing
and for
t he f u l l recover y of
Andrew, his family and
his loved ones.
I ask you to consider
t hat a ny sit u at ion,
even one as senseless
as this shooting, is an
opportunity to learn.
First, the gift of life
is fragile. We owe it to
ourselves, our families
a nd t ho se who c a re
ab out u s t o c her i s h
life and to minimize
u n necessar y risk s.
Although some events
are beyond our control,
we c a n t a ke c a re of
ourselves, and we can
be a friend to those at
Carolina who may be
putting themselves at
risk.
Second, take
ad v a nt age
of
oppor t u n it ies t hat
come your way ever y
day. Don’t just be. Live
your student lives fully.
Consider every day of
your life at Carolina one
to be treasured.
Daily hardships will
wa x a nd wa ne, but
no h a rd s h ip s hou ld
extinguish the zeal you
brought to Ca rol i na
on you r f irst day on
campus.
Fi na l ly, remember
t h at t her e i s a v a s t
net work of staf f and
programs here to help
y o u . D o n’t e v e r b e
shy about reach i ng
o ut t o a s k f o r he lp
on a ny problem, big
or small, whet her
you are st r uggling
physically, emotionally,
academically or in some
other area of life.
K now i ng A nd rew,
I’m sure he’ll emerge
with a positive
outlook, and he would
encourage us, likewise,
to be reminded of the
precious but delicate
nature of life. I hope
you’ll keep t hese
thoughts in mind and
think of Andrew as he
recuperates.
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“Actors, I don’t think, ever really grow up. I’m hoping
that that rejuvenating process applies to me, too. It
has so far. I’ve been very lucky.”
— Derek Jacobi
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‘Runaway Runway’ recycles
Museum of Art’s exhibit
goes green, crafty
with creative fashion
Mary Cathryn Armstrong
MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Imagine a dress fashioned from
t he wor n-dow n par t s of a n old
bicycle or a wedding gown made
completely of shredded grocer y
bags.
No, it’s not another episode of
“Project Runway;” it’s actually all
a part of the “Runaway Runway”
exhibit on display in the Columbia
Museum of A rt’s David Wallace
Robinson Jr. community gallery.
T h e e x h i b it , w h i c h s t a r t e d
last week and runs until Feb. 20 ,
f e at u re s 10 de s ig n s t h at were
feat u red i n t he 20 09 a nd 2010
Runaway Runway fashion shows.
All of the pieces were constructed
with used or post-consumer goods
and come in a variety of textures
and mediums. Every outfit is unique
in shape, but what is most striking is
each individual designer’s creativity
in selecting materials that make
t hei r desig ns rea l ly pop. They
range from a skirt formed out of
empty Monster energy drink cans
to a dress made completely from old
Thomas Cooper Library catalog
cards, with items like old placemats
and zip ties tossed in between.
A nother interesting element is
t he inspirat ion behind many of
these recycled wearables. Designer
Janice Machos, for example, found
her vision in a place many would
never ex pect; she desig ned her
floor-length dress completely from
sacks used to hold potatoes at her
local Five Guys Burgers and Fries.
“I just went into Five Guys and
asked t hem to st a r t sav i ng t he
sacks for me,“ Machos said. “It’s
neat because it’s something that
is in plain view, but no one would
ever think of it as a material. This
compet it ion rea l ly g ives you a
chance to open up your mind to

new ideas about fashion.”
M ac ho s’ d aught er K a it ly n ,
c u r rent ly a st udent at t he
Sava n na h Col lege of A r t a nd
Design, also designed a piece for
the show, using newspaper and
pink cupcake liners to fashion a
dress as a senior project when she
graduated from high school. Made
f rom mater ia ls t hat were most
abundant in her house at the time,
Kaitlyn sewed, tacked and pleated
her way to a fun and f lirty frock
with little sewing experience.
“It took me about six days to
finish the dress,” Kaitlyn said. “I
didn’t have a lot of experience at
the time, but this event showed me
that you don’t need to have a design
degree to be a great designer.”
Madison Cotterill, the youngest
desig ner i n t he compet it ion at
age 14, sa id it was her passion
for fash ion a nd a desire to t r y
something new that pushed her
t o c r e at e a n ador able b ab y
doll dress made simply from
c o r r u g at e d c a r db o a r d a nd
red produce sack s. It took
t he H a nd M idd le School
student about three weeks
to complete the dress after
she scrapped her original
idea for t he or ig a m iinspired design she sent
down the runway.
“I chose two materials
that I thought had not
only contrasting colors
but a lso completely
d i f f e r e n t t e x t u r e s ,”
say s Cot ter i l l. “T he
materials were difficult
to work with, and it
was a tedious process,
but I felt like I could
really put my emot ions
into a physical form.”
The Runaway Runway
event was originally developed
by the Columbia Design League
as a f u ndraising ef fort to raise
awareness about sustainability in
fashion. Now in its fourth year, the

show has garnered such a following
that it has been forced to change
venues to house a larger audience.
T h i s y e a r ’s R u n aw a y R u nw a y
fashion show will be held at the
Township Auditorium
o n A p r i l 2 9. Fo r
more information,
v isit
w w w.
runawayrunway.
net.

‘King’s Speech’ could lose profanity
Weinstein should not pander
to Academy Awards by cutting
foul language from acclaimed film
Jimmy Gilmore

JGILMORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Mary Cathryn Armstrong / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Statham plays same old role in new film
‘The Mechanic’ nothing more than mediocre,
fails to break ground with predictable plot
Neal Hughes

NHUGHES@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“The Mechanic”
NOW IN THEATERS

C

Director: Simon West
Starring: Jason Statham, Ben Foster, Tony
Goldwyn
Run Time: 92 minutes
Rating: R for nudity, brutal violence,
language and some sexual content
With the release of “The Mechanic,” Jason Statham
demonstrates he is becoming the heir to Steven Seagal
— all action all the time and maybe a cop reality show in
the future.
Never being one to demonstrate any range whatsoever,
Statham has settled into serving as a one-trick action star,
who will always be the same character regardless of the
script and whose movies have begun to blur together into
one giant car chase and explosion.
“The Mechanic” is no different, and with the direction
of Simon West of the infamous “Con Air” (1997), it slips
just below mediocrity and will be doomed to replay on
FX for weeks upon weeks to the chagrin of cable viewers.
The plot summary of the “The Mechanic” is so lacking
that it could fit in a tweet. Arthur Bishop (Statham) is an
assassin, except people call him a mechanic because he
“fi xes” things. But no matter how much you dress it up,
it’s still murder. As all assassins featured in fi lms, he is
incredible at what he does, almost “machinelike.”
But don’t worry. There are plenty more auto and
mechanic references in the film, but I’ll stop highlighting
them for your sake. However, Bishop’s moral code is
tested when he is ordered to kill his mentor, Harry
McKenna (Donald Sutherland), who has apparently
accumulated plenty of debts and is in desperate need of
money — very fitting, I’d say.
On a side note, why do assassins always have moral
codes? It makes no sense.
After murdering McKenna, Statham feels a pang of
guilt and emotions that are normally reserved for humans
and decides ultimately to take McKenna’s wayward son
Steve (Ben Foster) under his wing. After witnessing
Steve’s anger issues fi rsthand, Bishop decides it would
be best to teach him the family trade so his anger can be
channeled into something productive, like killing.
“The Mechanic” has some positive aspects, but it does
nothing special to distinguish itself in any way. For an
action fi lm, “The Mechanic” moves surprisingly slow,

Chris Pizzello / The Associated Press

The cast of Oscar-nominated film “The King’s Speech”
poses with SAG awards after the event Sunday night.

Patti Perret / The Associated Press

Ben Foster plays Steve McKenna in “The Mechanic.” Foster
trains under Jason Statham’s character to learn the trade.
and if you get rid of all the slow motion, it would be about
as long as an episode of “Seinfeld,” but with less plot
direction.
The film does have a few interesting fight scenes
and tries its very hardest to come off cool in multiple
situations.
But as we all know, you can’t try to be cool; that’s the
definition of uncool.
While “The Mechanic” may be slow and have more
plot holes than the JFK murder, it shockingly does not
have awful dialogue. Well, let me clarify: It barely has
any dialogue.
Instead, Statham spends most of the time looking like
someone peed in his morning coffee, and Foster does
his best to emulate the famed Statham scowl but doesn’t
quite achieve the troubled assassin stare.
“The Mechanic” is a remake of the old Charles Bronson
film (1972), and there is no one on Earth who could ever
fill the shoes of the famed Charles Bronson, so the project
seemed doomed from the start. Parts of the fi lm drift
into entertaining but mostly stay on the side of lackluster
boredom with an occasional side of gratuitous violence.
It is safe to say that if you enjoyed “The Transporter”
(2002) you probably will enjoy “The Mechanic.”
And it is also safe to say that if you enjoyed “The
Transporter,” you probably aren’t reading this article
because it is obvious you don’t care what reviews say.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

“The King’s Speech” is on top of the movie
world.
The pre-World War II stor y of how K ing
George V I learned to conquer his speech
stammer to adequately address his nation at
a time of peril leads the Oscar race with 12
nominations, and this weekend it capped major
wins at the Directors Guild of America and
Screen Actors Guild of America awards.
The film was released in the United States
with a R rating, largely due to a single sequence
where speech therapist Lionel Logue (Geoffrey
Rush) gets King George (Colin Firth) to unleash
a waterfall of profanity as a method to overcome
his stutter.
Although it’s largely ridiculous that the one
sequence, played for laughs, has earned the
film an R despite a complete lack of violence,
sexuality or any other form of unsavory content,
it pales in comparison to how the Weinstein
Company, the film’s stateside distributor, is
planning to react.
Yes, the absurd rating speaks volumes about how
out-of-touch the Motion Picture Association of
America regards its dogmatic stance on language,
but executive producer Har vey Weinstein is
considering cutting the fi lm to earn it a PG-13
rating and more money at the box office.
Weinstein told the Los Angeles Times, “The
British numbers are huge because the rating lets
families see the movie together ... Tom [Hooper,
the film’s director] and I are trying to find a
unique way to do this that keeps his vision of the
movie.”
Of course, his statement doesn’t really make
sense. If Weinstein wants families to see the
film together, they most certainly can, as an
R rating lets anyone see it as long as he or she
is accompanied by a parent or adult guardian.
Additionally, if parents were to research the film’s
content, they’d most certainly discover there’s
nothing a 12-year-old child hasn’t heard before.
The R rating hasn’t seemed to hurt “The King’s
Speech” in the U.S. This weekend, it was the No.
5 grosser at the box office, taking in $11.1 million
and boosting its overall gross to $72.2 million
— a sizeable feat that certainly has to do with its
growing Oscar buzz.
Entertainment Weekly talked to director Tom
Hooper Saturday evening before the Directors
Guild of America awards ceremony, and he told
them, “I wouldn’t support cutting the film in any
way. I think we looked at whether it’s possible to
bleep out the f***s and stuff, but I’m not going to
actually cut that part [of the film].”
Of course “The King’s Speech” shouldn’t be cut
just to get a larger audience. The problem here is
how the MPAA works. The silliness of having a
rule that if a film contains more than one “f word,”
it automatically receives an R, makes no sense
simply because it takes away the context of using
language.
Certainly, a Martin Scorsese gangster film that
rat-a-tats profanity like gunfire earns its R rating,
but “The King’s Speech” plays up the very idea of
profanity, making its recitation a joke and a device
to help someone build his sense of self-confidence.
W hat’s even more biza r re: Wei nstei n is
considering cutting the picture, or at least the
profanity, in the first place. He’s notorious for
going to bat on the films he believes in; at the end
of last year he campaigned against the MPAA’s
NC-17 rating of “Blue Valentine,” ultimately
overturning it to an R without having to make
cuts.
No, t his is t he k ind of st unt designed to
win the film Oscars and to show any skeptical
(r e a d : o l d ) A c a d e m y m e m b e r s t h e f i l m
really is wholesome fam ily enter tain ment.
Weinstein is actually advocating changing the film
after the fact to increase its chances at winning big
prizes, which seems like the opposite of what a
campaign tactician would do.
At the end of the day, it’s simply pandering.
That’s Entertainment.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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Spurned ● By Jarad Greene

The Scene

USC

“TINY FURNITURE”
6 p. m . / 8 p. m ., $ 6 .50
students / $7.50 general
N i c k e l o d e o n T h e at r e ,
937 Main St.

HOROSCOPES

1234567890-=
ARIES Intuition leads
to a new career path or
helps you promote your
work to new clients. Use
your common sense and
your words. Love appears
in adventurous ways.

T AU R U S S p e n d
some time planning your
next career move. Focus
your energy. Be open to
changes. Let your love
shine, for yourself and for
others.
GE M I N I Yo u’r e
searching for something
today. It’s a good time to
search further than you
normally would. If t he
mountain doesn’t come to
you, go to the mountain.
C A N C E R
Underst a nd i ng you r
partner takes precedence
today. You may not draw
any conclusions, but just
being w illing to really
listen makes a difference.

LEO

I t ’s a g o o d
day to apply your hardwon k nowledge to new
ventures. Others depend
on you even if they sound
critical. Take it all with a
grain of salt.

V I RG O On a
day like today in 1865,
President Abraham
Lincoln approved what
would become the 13th
A mendment, which
abolished slavery. Where
have you been a slave to
your past? Let go.
LIBRA You feel right
at home , a nd at home
you feel right. Surround
yourself with family. Save
up for a rai ny day a nd
repurpose the stuff you
already have.

SCORPIO

If
you’ve been withholding
com mu n ic at i ng
somet h i ng, now is t he
time to open up. It’s a good
time to stay home, close to

TODAY

BREAK EDGE W/ BAKARI
10 p.m., free over 21 / $5
under 21
Bey’s, 711 Harden St.

family. Bask in the relief.

SAGIT TA RIUS

TOMORROW

New ideas are coming into
the picture. Capture them.
Words come easily, but
you can also make music,
take photos or draw. Take
free-form notes.

“RUNAWAY RUNWAY: RECYCLING
FASHION”
11 a.m to 5 p.m., $5 students
/ $10 adults
Columbia Museum of Art,
1515 Main St.

C A PR ICOR N
Start slow to pick up steam
later. Opportunities open
up in new directions. The
economic outlook today
looks good, and you get a
lot done.

AQUA R I US It ’s
a good t ime to work
b a c k s t a g e . Yo u’ l l g e t
plenty of limelight in the
following days. Enjoy your
privacy while you can, and
prepare for the show.
PI S C ES You f i nd
yourself at a loss for words.
It’s a good time to relax
and just do some planning.
Count on your team. Then
get into action.

DAMON MOON AND THE WHISPERING DRIFTERS,
FORCES OF A STREET, CASSANGLES
7 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

CALENDAR
WHAT: Frank Warren
ticket sale
WHEN: 7 a.m.
WHERE: Russell House
Information Desk

WHEN: 5 p.m.
WHERE: RH 304
WHAT: Freshman Council
WHEN: 5 p.m.
WHERE: RH 315

WHAT: Carolina Dining
Children’s Lunch
WHEN: 11 a.m.
WHERE: RH Dining Room
WHAT: SGTV Blitz Week 3
WHEN: Noon
WHERE: Greene Street

PICTURE OF THE DAY

THE REASON YOU’RE LISTENING
W/ JORGE IGOE
6 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show,
$5 students / $7 general
The W hite Mule,
1530 Main St.

WHAT: NAACP meeting

Crossword

WHAT: Carolina Service
Council
WHEN: 6 p.m.
WHERE: RH 304
WHAT: Phi Sigma Pi
Valentine card making
WHEN: 6 p.m.
WHERE: RH 305

WHAT: Columbia NORML
meeting
WHEN: 7 p.m.
WHERE: Unitarian
Universalist Congregation
WHAT: College Democrats
meeting
WHEN: 7 p.m.
WHERE: RH 305
WHAT: Kappa Alpha Psi
Fashion Show
WHEN: 8 p.m.
WHERE: Williams-Brice
Building 231

Edited by Wayne Robert Williams

02/01/11

Brought to you by:

Coffee House
Tuesday 8PM
Shandon House
1804 Greene St.

Courtney Price / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Robert McKinney (right), a second-year exercise science student, and Alex Moore,
a ﬁrst-year broadcast journalism student play a two-man game of soccer Monday
afternoon on the Strom Thurmond Wellness and Fitness Center’s practice ﬁeld.

02/01/11

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
d
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
Stu
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

Solution from 01/31/11

ACROSS
1 Nick and Nora
Charles’s dog
5 When repeated,
island near Tahiti
9 Game with checks
14 Disapproving fans’
chorus
15 Tied, as a game
16 Line with many stops
17 With 25-Across, WWI
U.S. Army command
nickname
19 Greek market
20 Overnight ﬂight
21 Sad interjection
23 PC linking system
24 Haul to the shop
25 See 17-Across
27 Judge
31 Argentina aunt
32 Custard-ﬁlled pastry
38 Chop
39 Gift of the garrulous
40 Sch. WNW of Topeka
41 Flip side of “Eleanor
Rigby”
48 Three, in Asti
49 Most Chaplin ﬁlms
50 With 64-Across,breed
whose common colors
begin 17-, 32- and
41-Across
55 Chill in the air
56 Stat for Koufax
57 Opposite of “yup”
58 Rectangular
62 Solzhenitsyn subject
64 See 50-Across
66 Extremely overweight
67 First African- American
selected for a U.S. Davis
Cup team
68 Trillion: Pref.
69 Indian wraps
70 Attention to “pay”
71 Brings to a close
DOWN
1 This ans. is one
2 Foot bottom
3 Tadpole, grown up
4 One leading a spartan
lifestyle
5 Decorate with gems
6 Eggs, biologically
7 Summary
8 Abobby sock is often

Bible Study
Sunday 10AM
Shandon Baptist
5250 Forest Dr.

Solution 01/31/11

folded down
to it
9 Like the
most elegant
old autos
10 Monopolize
11 Dangerous
bacteria
12 Plastic
wrap brand
13 Street
language, often
18
Environmental
protocol city
22 Commedia
dell’__
26 “2001” computer
27 In need of a massage
28 Syngman of Korea
29 Knock down some pins
30 Joplin works
33 Sigma follower
34 Recedes to the sea
35 Related
36 “Winning __ everything”
37 Regrets
42 P.O. box item
43 Florida crops
44 Shared wedding vow
response
45 Studied
secondarily, with “in”
46 Perp-to-cop story
47 Abundantly ﬁlled

(with)
50 Kids’ blocks
51 Curaçao neighbor
52 Hay bundler
53 Daytime TV mogul
54 Pee Wee of the
Dodgers
59 Pizzeria ﬁxture
60 Teen comedy
stereotype
61 Pâté de foie __
63 “Just __ thought!”
65 Common article
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Ed Reinke / The Associated Press

Men’s Basketball

The Wildcats sit atop the rankings for the first time in 2011.

1. Kentucky (Up 2)
After avenging last year’s loss to South Carolina
and then claiming victory over a tough Georgia
squad, Kentucky (16-4, 4-2) is starting to look like
the team everyone anticipated it would be. Freshmen
Terrence Jones and Brandon Knight continue to
blossom, entering the week averaging 17.7 and 17.3
points per game, respectively. The Wildcats have Ole
Miss, Florida, and Tennessee coming up, and should
they go undefeated in that stretch, they’ll have once
again reclaimed the national spotlight. — Isabelle
Khurshudyan

2. Alabama (Up 2)

Don’t look now, but the Crimson Tide is rising quickly
in the SEC West, and unless one of its division foes
acts quickly, the race for the title may soon be over.
After a lackluster nonconference performance, Alabama
(13-7, 5-1) has won five of its first six SEC games and
enters the week as the winner of eight of its last nine.
The next three games should show a lot about the
Tide, however, with a Wednesday home match against
streaking Mississippi State followed by back-to-back
road trips with Tennessee and Vanderbilt. If Alabama
is to maintain its spot at the top, more strong showings
will be needed. — Ryan Velasquez

5. Arkansas (Up 3)

9. South Carolina (Down 3)

The Razorbacks had an outstanding week, defeating
Auburn on Tuesday before upsetting Vanderbilt on
Saturday. Junior Rotnei Clarke scored a season-high 36
points as Arkansas handed the Commodores their first
home loss of the year, but the real surprise was junior
Michael Sanchez, who added 20 points off the bench.
Arkansas (14-6, 4-3) will play its next two contests
at home, hosting Georgia and Ole Miss. Given that
they’ve won all three SEC contests in Fayetteville so
far, the Razorbacks should have a good chance to keep
their momentum going. — PB

Things couldn’t have changed more quickly for
the Gamecocks. Just two weeks ago, South Carolina
(12-7, 3-3) was in the thick of the SEC East race and
appeared ready to prove critics wrong for writing
off its young roster in the preseason predictions.
Today, it’s recovering from a double-digit home loss
to lowly Auburn, a program USC fans are continuing
to associate with bad memories. The schedule isn’t
getting any friendlier either. After a trip to LSU, the
Gamecocks hit the road for Vanderbilt then return to
Columbia for a rematch with Florida. If Carolina wants
to stay afloat, rejuvenated performances will certainly
be important. — RV

6. Georgia (Down 4)
Two consecutive losses to ranked opponents have
landed the Bulldogs in last place in the SEC East. On
Tuesday, Georgia (14-6, 3-4) rallied from an eight-point
deficit in the last three minutes of regulation against
Florida only to fall 104-91 in double overtime. The
Bulldogs followed up that loss with a 66-60 defeat at
the hands of Kentucky, shooting just 37 percent on the
night. Georgia’s schedule lightens up this week as it
travels to Arkansas and then returns home for matchups
with Auburn and Xavier. — PB

7. Vanderbilt (No Change)

3. Florida (Down 2)
The Gators stumbled last week with a narrow
double-overtime win over Georgia and a tough loss at
Mississippi State. This senior-led squad has a difficult
stretch coming up as it prepares for Vanderbilt,
Kentucky and South Carolina over an eight-day span.
Florida (16-5, 5-2) will see both the Commodores and
the Wildcats at home, but with four of its losses coming
in Gainesville, playing host may not be as sweet as it
sounds. The Gators need statement wins over both to
remain dominant in the SEC. — IK

Riding a three-game winning streak into Saturday’s
home meeting with Arkansas, many expected the
Commodores to run it to four. Rotnei Clarke and his 36
points had other ideas. Vandy has little time to mourn
its first home loss of the season, though. The No. 23
’Dores (15-5, 3-3) have a huge meeting with Florida in
Gainesville tonight and get the Gamecocks in Nashville
on Saturday. Next week will be difficult as well, with
home games against Alabama and Kentucky. — James
Kratch

8. Mississippi State (Up 1)

4. Tennessee (Up 1)
The Volunteers are in the midst of a lull in their
schedule, easily defeating lightweights LSU and Ole
Miss last week. Senior Brian Williams and junior
Scotty Hopson had 18 and 16 points, respectively, as
Tennessee (14-7, 4-2) breezed past the Rebels, turning a
tie game at halftime into a 17-point blowout. This week,
the Vols travel to Auburn before returning home for a
tough matchup against Alabama. If they keep up their
momentum, the Volunteers may be able to move up in
the SEC East standings. — Paulina Berkovich

Dusty Compton / The Tuscaloosa News

Alabama has quickly ascended to the upper tier of the SEC.

The Bulldogs are officially lurking. After a home
upset of Florida, Mississippi State is suddenly back at
.500 in SEC play and within two games of first place
in the Western Division. MSU (11-9, 3-3) will have
a chance to make its move with four straight games
against division foes next on the schedule. The biggest
one of that group will be tomorrow night at conferenceleading Alabama. Knock off the Crimson Tide in
Tuscaloosa and Rick Stansbury’s squad might be ready
to live up to its preseason hype. — JK

10. Ole Miss (No Change)
The Rebels are thanking their lucky stars for two
groups of Tigers right about now. Without them, Ole
Miss (13-8, 1-5) would be hard-pressed to stay out of
the SEC cellar this season. A week after topping LSU
by nearly 30 points, the Rebels fell to the other end
of the spectrum with a 74-57 defeat at home against
Tennessee. The coming days don’t look to be any
easier either. After playing host to resurgent Kentucky
tonight, Ole Miss heads to Arkansas to attempt an upset
over the streaking Razorbacks. — RV

11. LSU (No Change)
One of two teams in the conference with a record
below .500, LSU has all the momentum going the
opposite direction. The Tigers suffered their fourth
straight loss Sunday in a road trip to Alabama and
managed to score just 46 points. If there was ever
a time to turn it around and hope for good seeding
in the conference tournament, it’s now, especially
with South Carolina and Mississippi State coming to
town. The scoring woes could continue to hinder the
Tigers, however, who haven’t passed 70 points since a
December victory over McNeese State. — IK

12. Auburn (No Change)
The Tigers are off the schnide. After an upset win
over USC in Columbia, Auburn (8-13, 1-6) broke its
six-game losing streak with its first SEC victory of the
season. The win catapulted Auburn from No. 307 to
its current No. 285 in the RPI. AU is still below such
luminaries as Florida Gulf Coast and UC Riverside,
however. The Tigers better enjoy this win, because
another one may not be in the cards for a while.
Tennessee and Georgia lie ahead this Thursday and
Saturday. — JK

Kratch: Selection days make gripping entertainment in sports universe
National Signing Day among
most watched events
Tomorrow is National Signing Day.
Since arriving in Columbia, I’ve learned
tomorrow is an unofficial holiday for the
South. I understand the logic. No matter
how shady it can be, recruiting is the
lifeblood of any college football program,
and those are no more beloved than in this
part of the country. I’ll always
think it is a bit silly to obsess
over the college decision of
18-year-old boys, but as coach
Steve Spurrier would say, it is
what it is.
Besides, National Signing
Day
is a charter member of an
James
illustrious
and beloved group
Kratch
— the great days of choice on
jkratch@
dailygamecock. the sports calendar.
com
Ask most people to name
their favorite days in sports, and they
will give answers such as Super Bowl
Sunday and New Year’s Day for bowl
games. However, I’d argue the days built
on choice rather than on actual athletic
competition are more cherished. These
select few days are about both the here and
now and the future. They create a sense of
excitement and optimism that starts in the
current time and goes forward. Here’s my
list of the five best days of choice in sports,
in ascending order:

5. Olympic and World Cup
host site announcements
Who doesn’t love European corruption
in international sport? These days usually
stink for America because it gets passed
up for, say, Qatar. Nevertheless, it’s always

intriguing to find out what nations will be
hosting what.

4. NBA Draft
There are only two rounds, so it moves
prett y quick ly. Ever yone’s wearing a
ridiculous suit. Watching 7-footers tower
over David Stern as they shake his hand
is hilarious. The Clippers and Warriors
almost always picking in the Top 3 is sad,
yet funny. If ESPN would either bring
Stephen A. Smith back for one night only
or get Charles Barkley on loan from TNT,
draft night would shoot up the board.

3. National Signing Day
As I said above, it’s the lifeblood of
big-time college football. On another
note, I wish every high school senior could
announce his or her college choice with
a “baseball cap off the card table in the
cafegymatorium” ceremony.
Most colleges and universities have
a May 1 deadline to enroll for the fall
semester. So on April 30, every high school
should have an announcement assembly.
Bring the senior class in and have each kid
narrowed down to three college choices.
Everyone brings their hats in. One by one,
each kid hits the table, chooses his or her
hat and reveals his or her choice.
Possible fun things that could result:
valedictorian having to scrounge together
Dartmouth, MIT and Caltech hats; kid
who is not going to graduate whips the
high school’s cap out of his back pocket and
announces he’s going super-senior; kids
going into the military or employment
wear something indicating what branch
or field they’re entering; two friends pick
rival schools and fight off-stage.
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USC tailback Marcus Lattimore was among the most nationally touted recruits in 2010.

2. NFL Draft
Anything that involves Mel Kiper is
good in my book. The NFL draft is so
big not only because professional football
is the biggest sport in the nation, but
because it gives genuine hope to every
team, especially when a quarterback is
drafted. The position of quarterback is the
most crucial in all athletics. When a team
gets one, hopes run wild. I’ll never forget
sitting at home on a Saturday in 2004
when the Giants traded for Eli Manning.
My dorky eighth-grade self went to bed
that night believing my team had won a
future Super Bowl with that one move. It
took four seasons and a miraculous helmet
catch, but it actually happened. And it can
happen for anyone else.

1. Selection Sunday
M a rch M ad ne s s is t he most fa n-

friendly and interactive major sporting
event, and Selection Sunday is where it
all begins. Sure, each selection show is
pretty formulaic. The live look-ins at
teams going nuts as they see their spot
announced get old.
The satellite interviews with the coach
of the presumed favorite for the national
title, the coach of the crappy majorconference team that got hot and won
its conference tournament and the coach
of the hopeless 16-seed get tedious. The
analysts predicting all 1-seeds to advance
to the Final Four so they don’t look stupid
is annoying. But once it’s over, you have
the bracket, and anything seems possible.
You even can talk yourself into Utah State
going to the Elite Eight.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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to publication

Additional Info
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Lines average 30 characters in length

Major credit cards
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EMPLOYMENT
BARTENDING $250/dayNo exp nec.
Training available. 800-965-6520 x253

TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189.00 5-DAYS or $239 7-DAYS.
All prices include: Round-trip luxury
cruise with food. Accommodations on
the island at your choice of thirteen
resorts. Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018

SERVICES
Math Tutor:The Expert 738.8956

